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LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

What is daimed is: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method in a data processing system for linking panels in 
a graphical user interface, the method comprising: 

determining if a current panel is a custom panel: 

if the current panel is a ciistom panel retrieving a set of navigation objects from 
the current panel: 

determining, for each navigation object in the set, if an event asso ciated with each 
navigation object is one of a linking event and a non-linkinq event, wherein the linking 
event links the current panel to a target panel: 

if the event is a linking event, assigning the current panel as the target panel: 

creating a set of data objects for display in [[a]] the target panel, wherein each 
data object within the set of data objects is associated with a data type; and 

creating a set of navigation objects for display in the target panel, wherein each 
navigation object within the set of navigation objects is associated with an even V a target 
efej<*e Hi390ciatGd with th e e v e nt, and a target object action associated with th e targ et 
object in which th e targ e t obj e e fr ae tfe n is applied to th e targ e t obj e ct , 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein properties of the set of 
data, objects and properties of the set of navigation objects wefad es - at least one of a t e xt 
fi e ld, a combo box, and a radio - button for the current and target panel arc stored in a 
plurality of entries in a database, and wherein each entry includes a set of name- value 
pairs for the properties of the set of data objects and a set of name-value pairs for the 
properties of the set of navigation objects for a different panel , 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[!.]] 2, wherein each of the set of 
name- value pairs for the properties of the set of navigation objects includes at l e ast on e of 
a button, a slider, and a scroll bar a name of each navigation object and a value of a target 
panel to which each navigation object is linked . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1 ]] 3, wherein fee- event io a right 
mouse olick each of the set of name-value pairs for the properties of the set of data 
objects includes a value of a data type associated with each data object and a name of 
each data object . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[).]] 4, whorcin the e v e nt is a 
depression of a function -key further comprising: 

if the current panel is a custom panel attaching a header to the name of each data 
object of the current panel, wherein the header uniquely identifies a data object across 
multiple panels; and 

storing the set of navigation objects and a set of data objects for the current panel 
to a set of name-value pairs in an entry of the database . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wher e in an id e ntification of th e set 
of data - et> t e €4rs^a ft d associations are stored in a list further comprising: 

if the event is a non-linking event and is an OK event retrieving user input data of 
each data object in the set of data objects from the current panel and linked panels: and 
storing the user input data to the database . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[ l]j 6, w horcin an idcM i-fie ation of 
tke-se t-of navigation obj e cts and associations ar e stor e d in a list further comprising: 

if the event is a non-linking event and is a Cancel event, closing the current panel: 

and 

discarding the user input data . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 a further comprising: 

if the event is a non-linking event and the event performs a task , creating a set of 
information objects for display in the target panel, 

9. (Currently Amended) A linked target panel for use in a graphical user interface, 
the panel comprising: 
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a set of data objects #er-a displayed in the target panel; 

a set of navigation objects [[for]] display cdjn the target panel; 

a first list of -d ata obj e cts wteh m wherein the set of data objects are created from 
properties of the set of data objects stored in a database , wherein each prope rty includes a 
name- value pair with a value of the first l ist contains on identification of a data type for 
each data object and a name of each data object name within the first list ; and 

q second lint of navigation obj e ct s w it h i n wherein the set of navigation objects are 
created from properties of the set of navigation objects stored in the database , wherein fte 
s e cond list each navigation object in the set is associated with includ e s an event, fr-target 



o bject in which th e targ e t object action is applied to th e - ta r get object for e ach navigatio n 



o Teach navi gation object name and a value of a target panel to which each navigation 
object is linked . 

10. (Currently Amended) The panel of claim 9 A further comprising: 

a set of information objects for display i n the target panel, wherein the set of 
information objects arc_crca_tcd to performs a set of tasks . 

1 1 > (Currently Amended) A data processing system comprising: 
a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes a set of 
instructions; and 

a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit 
executes the set of instructions to 

determine if a current panel is a custom panel: 

if the current panel is a custom panel, retrieve a set of navi gation objects from the 
current panel; 




ft€ ki target object action asso ci ated with th e targ e t 



trt! "FT 1 



and wherein each property includes a name-value pair with a name 
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determine, for each navigation object in the seU if art event associated with each 
navigation object is one of a linking event and anon-linking event, wherein the linking 
even links the current panel to a target panel; 

if the event is a linking event, assign the current panel as the target panel: 

create a set of data objects for display in the target [[a]] panel, wherein each data 
object within the set of data objects is associated with a data type; and 

create a set of navigation objects for display in the target panel, wherein each 
navigation object within the set of navigation objects is associated with an event , a target 
object associated with th e e vent, and a target object a e^ft-aagee^^wj ^h - th e- targ -et 
obj e ct in which the target ob j-eet-ae&i on is - applied to the targ e t object , 

12. (Currently Amended) A data processing system for linking panels in a graphical 
user interface, the data processing system comprising: 

first determining means for determining if a current panel is a custom panel: 
retrieving means for retrievi n g a set ofnavigation objects from the current panel if 
the current panel is a custom panel: 

second determining means for determining, for each navigation object in the set, 
if an event associated with each navigation object is one of a linking event and anon- 
linking event, wherein the linking event links the current panel to a target panel: 
assigning means for assigning the current panel as the target panel: 
[[first]] first creating means for creating a set of data objects for display in the 
tar get [[a]] panel, wherein each data object within the set of data objects is associated 
with a data type; and 

second creating means for creating a set of navigation objects for display in the 
target panel, wherein each navigation object within the set ofnavigation objects is 
associated with an event , a targ e t o b j e ct associatcd - with th e event, and a target obje e* 
action associat e d wi t h - th e target objoot in which th o targ e t objec t- action in applied to the 
target object , 

13. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 1 2, wherein properties 
of the set of data objects includes at least one o f n text fie l d, a combo box, and q radio 
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totter and properties of the set of navigation objects for the current and target panel arc 
stored in a plurality of entries in a database, and wherein each ent ry includes a set of 
name-value pairs for the properties of the set of data objects and a set of n ame-value pairs 
for the properties of the set of navigation objects for a different panel . 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim [[12]] JJL wherein 
each of the set of name- value pairs for the properties of the set of navigation objects 
includes at leant one of a button, a slider, and a scroll - ba r a name of each navigation 
object and a value of a target panel to which each navigation object is linked . 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim [[12]] 14, wherein the 
e vent is a right mouse click each of the set of name-value pairs for the properties of the 
set ofdata objects includes a value of a data type associated with each data object and a 
name of each data object . 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim [[1 2]] 15, whe rein the 
event is a depression of a function key further comprising: 

attaching means for attaching a header to the name of each data object of the 
cinrent panel if the current panel is a custom panel, wherein the header uniquely 
identifies a data object across multiple panels: and 

storing means for storing the set of navigation objects and a set of data objects for 
the current panel to a set of name-value pairs in an entry of the database . 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 1 2, wh e r e in an 
id entification of the -se t of data obj e cts and associations ar e stor e d in a lka further 
comprising: 

second retrieving means for retrieving user input data of each data object in the 
set ofdata objects from the current panel and linked panels if the event is a non-linkinp 
event and is an OK event: and 

storing means for storing the user input to the database . 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim [[1 2]] j_7, w frcrcin an 
i dentification of th e s e t of navigati o n objects and associations ar e stored in a Hot further 
comprising: 

closing means for closing the current panel if the event is a non-linking event and 
is a Cancel event; and 

discarding means for discarding the user input data , 

J 9. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 1 2 X further 
comprising; 

third creating means for creating a set of information objects for display in the 
target panel if the event is a non-linking event and thecyent performs a task . 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium executed by a computing device for linking panels in a graphical user interface, 
the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for determining if a current panel is a custom panel; 

second instructions for retrieving a set of navieation objects from the current 
panel if the current panel is a custom panel; 

third instructions for determining, for each navigation object in the set, if an event 
associated with each navigation object is one of a linking event and a non-linking event, 
wherein the linking event links the current panel to a target panel; 

fourth instructions assigning the current panel as the target panel: 

[[first]] fifth instructions for creating a set of data objects for display in the target 
[[a]] panel, wherein each data object within the set of data objects is associated with a 
data type; and 

$eem4 sixth instructions for creating a set of navigation objects for di$play in the 
target panel wherein each navigation object within the set of navigation objects is 
associated with an evcnt v a target objoc fra ssociated with the event, and a targ e t objoct 



action associated with th e target ob je ct in which 4 h e targ e t object action is applied to the 
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21 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 20 > wherein 
properties of the set of data objects and properties of the set of navigation objects 
includes at least one of a tcxtfield, a combo box, and a radio button for the current and 
target panel are stored in a plurality of entries in a database, wherein each entry includes 
a set of name-value pairs for the properties of the set of data objects and a set of namc- 
valiie pairs for the properties of the set of navigation objects for a different panel . 

22. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim [[20]] 21, wherein 
each of the set of name- value pairs for the properties of the set of navigation objects 
includes at l e ast on e og - a rkatto n, a slider, and a scroll bar a name of each navigation 
object and a value of a target panel to which each navigation object is linked . 

23. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim [[20]] 22, wherein 
tho event is a ri^ht mouse click each of the set of name-value pairs for the properties of 
the set of data objects includes a value of data type associated with each data object and a 
name of each data object . 

24. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim [[20]] 23, where i n 
the ev e nt is a depre s oion of a funoti o n - kc v further comprising: 

seventh instructions for attaching a header to attaching a header to the name of 
each data object of the current panel if the current panel is a custom panel, wherein the 
header uniquely identifies a data object across multiple panels: and 

ciehth instructions for storing the set of navigation objects and a set of data 
objects for die current panel to a set of name-value pairs in an entry of the database , 

25. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 20, wh e r e in an 
ide ntification of th e set of dat a-o b jects and associationo arc stored in a Hat further 
comprising: 

seventh instructions for retrieving user input data of each data object in the set of 
data object s from the current panel and linked panels if the event is a non-linking event 



Page 8 of 26 
Ku ct al. - 09/018.810 



PAGE 10/28 * RCVD AT 2/15/2005 2:09:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-ff XRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:9723857766 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-36 



02/15/2005 13:07 9723857766 



YEE & ASSOCIATES 



PAGE 11 



and js an OK event; and 

eighth instructions for storing the user input to the database . 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim [[20]] 25 ? whefsk* 
an identification of the oet of navigation objoo fen and associations arc stor e d in a list 
further comprising: 

ninth instructions for closing the current panel if the event is a non-linking event 
and is a Cancel event: and 

tenth instructions for discarding the user input data . 

27. (Currently Amended ) The computer program product of claim 20 A further 
comprising: 

[[third]] seventh instructions for creating a set of information objects for display 
in the target panel if the event is a non-linking event and the event performs a task . 
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